
Seek FIRST His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  Matthew 6:33 

Special December/January 
Dates 

 
Dorcas Circle Quilters………......Dec. 1 
 
First Edition Book Club………….Dec. 4 
   Home of Bridget Michel 
 
Women’s Christmas Event……..Dec. 9 
 
Sunday School Children’s…….Dec. 12  
  Christmas Service 
 
Dorcas Circle Quilters………....Dec. 15 
FLS Christmas Program 
 
OWLS Christmas Gathering….Dec. 16 
D. D. Christmas Dinner 
 
FLS Christmas Vacation…..Dec. 20-31 
 
Christmas Eve………………….Dec. 24 
 
Christmas Day………...……….Dec. 25 
 
New Year’s Eve………………..Dec. 31 
 
New Year’s Day………………….Jan. 1 
 
FLS Classes resume…………....Jan. 3 
 
Dorcas Circle Quilters……….…..Jan. 5 
 
The Epiphany of Our Lord……....Jan. 6 
 
First Edition Book Club………….Jan. 8 
  Home of Linda Fromm  
 
Baptism of Our Lord…………..…Jan. 9 
 
Dorcas Circle Quilters………….Jan. 19 
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Making Christmas extra special for our  

developmentally disabled friends    

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL —  HELENA, MONTANA 

 The First Word   

     “If we do not set aside time to focus together on what God’s Word tells us  
   about the promise of Christ, on Christmas morning we can find ourselves  
   surrounded by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents, but with 
   hearts that are empty and unprepared.” 
                                                                                      — Nancy Guthrie 

There will be no First Word  
in  January 2022.  

The First Word “team” will 
take a well-deserved rest!  

Best wishes for a 

   Willing hands and hearts gathered on Saturday, November 13, to make 250  
Christmas Cross ornaments that will decorate the gifts for our developmentally  
disabled friends this Christmas. As of this printing, over 150 of those ornaments are 
completed.   
   Please help Undecorate the Christmas Tree in the narthex and choose from the  
following options: 

 
Purchase a set of extra-long (XL) twin sheets (available at a reasonable price at 
Walmart) for each ornament you select, and/or 
 
place cash in an envelope or in a Christmas card and we will do the shopping for 
you, and/or 
 
purchase a grocery gift card to buy food for a Christmas dinner to be prepared in 
each group home (due to Covid).  

 
   Each of the above must be at the church by Sunday, December 12. 

 
   Volunteers are also needed to deliver gifts to the group homes and you can find a 
sign-up sheet in the church office. Thank you in advance for helping with this Human 
Care project! A special THANK YOU to all the ornament makers . . . many hands 
make light work!  

A season of waiting 
   Our oven recently bit the dust, and the 
needed replacement part is no longer  
manufactured. Due to an appliance  
shortage, we had to wait eight weeks for a 
new oven! Yet even amid inconvenience, I 
see God’s purpose. We were thankful to 
have a grill and slow cookers in the  
meantime. We creatively attempted to 
cook favorite meals in different ways. And 
though we craved anything baked in an 
oven — cookies, casseroles, even chicken 
nuggets — we realized that waiting eight 
weeks for an oven isn’t truly a trying time.  
   Many of us wait for much greater  

milestones and miracles: physical healing, 
the return of a prodigal child, an end to 
financial struggles. Paul offers us hope as 
we wait: “May the God who gives  
endurance and encouragement give you 
the same attitude of mind toward each 
other that Christ Jesus had” (Romans 
15:5, NIV). 
   When you’re in a season of waiting — 
including Advent! — consider what 
you’re thankful for and what you crave. 
Tell God how you’re feeling and ask for 
endurance while you wait.  
                                    —Janna Firestone 
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                                                                          October 2021          FY 2021 Y-T-D 
 
             Income (church & school)             $ 40,043.38 $145,646.96 
              
             Expense (church & school)          $  31,634.14 $116,349.43 
              
             Gain/Loss                                           $    8,409.24             $   29,297.53 
              

A report from your Board of Finance 

 
 
 
 
 
Published monthly by:  

     
   First Lutheran Church            
   2231 Broadway 
   Helena, MT  59601 
   (406)442-5367 
 

 

    Rev. Larry A. Miller…………….………………………Pastor 
    Linda Fromm………………………...……….……….....Editor 
    Susan Haran……………………….Calendar/Servant Schedule 
    Volunteer Staff………………….…………..Printing/Collation 
 

Deadline for the February issue of the First Word 
is Wednesday, Jan. 19. Place articles in the First 

Word box in the church office or  
email to:  

lindafromm@mac.com 

The First Word 

   First Edition Book Club members 
will meet for luncheon and discussion 
at 12:15 p.m. on Saturday, December 
4, at the home of Bridget Michel.  
Karla Greer will co-host. Members  
are reading—and will discuss—
Wishin’ and Hopin’ by Wally Lamb.  
   Please RSVP to Bridget at 449-
2079 by Wednesday, December 1.   

   The January luncheon and discussion is 
scheduled for 12:15 p.m. on Saturday, January 
8, at the home of Linda Fromm. For the January 
meeting, the group will read—and discuss— 
Sold on a Monday by New York Times  
best-selling author Kristina McMorris.  
   Please RSVP to Linda at 459-3584 by 
Wednesday, January 5. 

   A Christmas labor of love  
   Willing hands and hearts in action preparing Christmas Cross  

ornaments for the Undecorating Tree, sharing time and  
talents to make Christmas special for our developmentally  

disabled friends! 

mailto:lindafromm@mac.com


 
Let Go and Let God!  

 

"Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 

let it be to me according to your word" 

(see Luke 1:26-38). 
 
 When Mary awoke that morning, she undoubtedly expected things to go as they always had. Her betrothal 
to Joseph would continue; her wedding day would be a day closer. Things would be as they were yesterday, and 
tomorrow will bring more of the same. 
 
 She likely didn't awake thinking an angel would suddenly appear and that God's 
plans would shake up her life drastically. Yet for all that, in simple faith, she willingly casts 
aside her plans, eager to serve God's good pleasure. 
 
 Sometimes life seems like it's going according to schedule, cruising along the way 
we expect. We may have a precise timeline with all our steps carefully laid out, but 
suddenly things change. Health problems arise, jobs are lost, and friends disappear. It can 
be frustrating, frightening or exhilarating.  
 
 For Mary, this news is life-changing! But the Holy Spirit has given her faith and 
confidence to accept God's changes. He gives us that same trust to believe that whatever 
God is doing, He is still working to make all these things turn for our benefit. 
 
 That is precisely what God promises you and me. He assures us, "We know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good." Romans 8:28a 
 
 This Advent and Christmas let’s remember that God doesn't stand back and let things go by themselves. 
We aren't victims of chance and circumstance; rather, God is carefully arranging everything for good. This is just as 
He arranged everything to send His Son into this world by the Virgin Mary. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, forgive me for questioning and doubting the wisdom of Your will. Still my heart when 
change comes, and give me humble, quiet faith so that I may serve You in awe and watch Your mighty deliverance. 
Through Jesus Christ, Your Christmas-born Son, I pray. Amen. 

 

 Shari and I pray that this awe-filled, mysterious, joyous season will 

lead you and yours to a new and lasting walk with “the Word made 

flesh,” Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. The peace, joy, love and 

life in Christ be yours  this Christmas, this new year, and always!   

 

Volume 23, Issue 3                                                          The First Word—December 2021                                                                               Page 3                                                                                                        



 
Our 2021 Advent and Christmas Services 

Wait Upon the Lord! 

 

The Season of Advent is characterized by waiting ~ 

waiting on the Lord for His presence  

to be revealed to us on Christmas. 

 

In our services this Advent and Christmas  
we’ll look back in Scripture at those  

who waited upon the Lord for His promises to come to pass through the Christ Child. 
We’ll also look forward, contemplating how we can wait upon the Lord in this present moment of 

our lives and into the future as God continues to make Himself known to us! 
 

November 28 & December 1 ~ Wait Upon the Lord ~ with FAITH! ~ (Galatians 3:8) 

Abraham and Sarah waited with faith for the birth of their son, Isaac,  
and we wait with faith for the birth of God’s Son, Jesus,  

trusting that He will come at Christmas to save all people. 
 

December 5 & 8 ~ Wait Upon the Lord ~ with HOPE! ~ (Psalm 130:5) 

The prophet Isaiah declared the coming of the Lord,  

which gave the people of Israel hope for the future.  
We wait with hope for the future  

because we know what the future holds – a Savior! 
 

December 12 & 15 ~ Wait Upon the Lord ~ with REJOICING! ~ 

(Isaiah 25:9) 
Elizabeth rejoiced as she waited for the coming of her son, John the Baptist. 

And Mary rejoiced as she waited for the birth of her Son Jesus. 
In the same way we rejoice as we wait for the coming of the Son of God! 

 

December 19 ~ Wait Upon the Lord ~ with GRATITUDE! ~ (Psalm 9:1) 

Zechariah’s waiting days for John the Baptist’s birth  
were filled with great gratitude  for the Lord’s promise about to be fulfilled. 

In these remaining waiting days before our Savior’s birth,  

we are ever more grateful for the arrival of the Promised One! 
 

~ (Advent Sunday Services begin at 8:15 and 11 a.m. ~  

Wednesdays at 12:10 and 6:30 p.m.) ~ 
 

Christmas Eve ~ The Lord is COME!  

After our long Advent waiting, the Lord is come ~  
into our lives, into our homes and into our hearts!  

It’s time to celebrate His birth as our Savior and Friend! 
~ (Services begin at Noon, 5, 7, and 11 p.m.) ~ 

 

Christmas Day ~ Let the Earth Receive Her KING! 

The wait is over and our new life with Jesus has begun! 
We’ll join the whole earth  

in glorifying the Gift of Jesus, our King of kings! 

~ (Services begin at 10 a.m.) ~ 
 

Rich Blessings as We ~ Wait Upon The Lord! 
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    The  Sunday School children will be presenting “The  
Christmas Tree: Symbols of Salvation” on Sunday, December  
12, during the 11 a.m. worship service.   
   We will be rehearsing during our Sunday School “opening” 
time at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays, December 5 and December 12. 
   Please plan to attend and be blessed by the message of Jesus’ 
birth, as told by the children! 
   If you  have questions, please contact Darcy Goodson (581-
5768) or Tara Mercer (438-3402).   
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— From your Board of Stewardship 

Kids are a special part of our Advent celebration 

A gift fit for a king 
   “And going into the house, they saw the 
Child with Mary His mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped Him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11).  

   In these figures that the New  
Testament calls Magi, we see a fitting 
image for us as we begin a month-long 
focus on financial stewardship. While 
we don’t know much about these 
strange men who appear suddenly and 
then just as suddenly disappear from 
the scene of Scripture, we are left with 
one very clear image. These Wise 
Men, whoever they are, brought gifts!  
   These men, with extravagant  
generosity, give us a clear focus on our 
life of worship before the Lord. To a 
King to which they had no claim on, 
they bring the best of what they have. 
Wealth, worship, witness and a  
foreshadowing of woe is what they 
give.  
   Gold is the wealth. It is a gift fit for  
a king! Frankincense is the worship.  
The prayers of the ancients were  
symbolized by the smoke of the  

incense rising upward (REV. 8:4).  
   But what about the myrrh? That was 
an expensive spice for burial. This 
foreshadows what this Child will do 
for them, and for us–give His life for 
the sins of the world as His name 
means. None of these gifts were cheap. 
They cost them dearly. But they didn’t 
see it as a cost. They saw it as worship. 
This King would be their king. He 
would be your King too! In this next 
month, consider the gifts you will 

bring to our King. The gifts that the 
Lord calls us to bring are best called 
simple gifts. These gifts are to follow 
the model of the Magi. Not  
inexpensive nor seen as costly. But 
flowing from a heart that is full of the 
glory that is revealed to us in the babe 
of Bethlehem who has come to die for 
us. Our gifts flow from gratitude for 
what our Lord has done for us and the 
world. They don’t have to be golden, 
fragrant, nor a sign of death. Rather 
they are to be gifts that rejoice in the 
new baptismal life we have in this  
Jesus. The Jesus– who is the Savior 
revealed to us.  
 
Prayer 
    
   Lord Jesus, You are our King and Lord. 
As the Magi worshiped You with  
extravagant gifts, grant us Your grace that 
we might be willing to give the very best of 
us in service to You and to our neighbor. 
Amen. 
 
    — This article is taken from Simple Gifts, 
    a series of LCMS Stewardship Ministry  
   devotions.  Used by permission. 
 

   “We must look to Mary’s example to know how to deal 
with the glorious impossibilities of God,” writes Calvin 
Miller in The Christ of Christmas. “Look how she turned 
the world upside down by making one simple statement.”  
   Jesus surely could have come to earth without Mary’s 
aid. But God seems to prefer partnering with people to  
accomplish miracles such as salvation and healing. So  
God chooses Mary to carry the Savior. Later, Jesus often 
declares people’s own faith crucial to their healing. And 

today, God works justice through us, not apart from us. 
   God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes  
Miller, “God needs only a little of our agreement in order 
to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble assent: “I 
am the Lord’s servant. … May your word to me be  
fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever 
partnership God invites you into. God will do the heavy 
lifting, for certain, but He hopes you’ll say yes. 

The example of Mary 



December/January Birthdays 
December 1 

Jaylyn Gardipee 
Lindsay McCarthy 

Rob Pentecost 
December 2 

Michelle Anderson 
December 3 

Marissa Lebahn 
Jacob Sparks 
December 4 
Julie Eklund 
Dan Malaski 

Sharon Malaski 
December 5 

Tammi Gozelanski 
Pamela Koenig 

December 6 
Abigail Rose 
December 7 

Jess Wareham 
December 9 

Megan Taylor 
Thomas Taylor 
December 10 

Keith Newmeyer 
December 11 

Dmitri Hindman 
December 14 
Howard Davis 

Benjamin McIntosh 
December 15 

Robert Wagner 
December 16 
Marilyn Petek 

December 17 
Megan Davis 

Sydney Elvbakken 
December 18 
Leona Boland 
December 19 
Karen Giulio 

Richard Tramp 
December 20 
Joan Nicholls 
Jeff Sparing 

December 21 
Bruce Seiler 
Lynn Koch 

December 22 
Joyce Burgett 

Joy Edgar 
December 24 
Paul Baumann 
December 26 

David Goodson 
December 27 
Chantel Duty 
December 28 
Sandra Meek 
December 29 
Danielle Blair 

Raye Newmeyer 
Xuemin “Jessie” Ren  

  (Antonick) 
Sandee Riemann 

 
 
 

December 30 
Richard Bridegroom 

Sabrina Brott 
Donna Pare 

Malachi Rickman 
December 31 

Cody Pate 

January 1 
Jennifer Charles 
William Charles 

Ben Gregory 
Crystal Warsinski 

January 2 
Mark Miner 

Savannah Morgan 
January 4 

Robert Veach III 
January 7 

Clarice Cook 
Lauren Hoxie 

January 8 
AJ Buhr 

Landon Gilbert 
Marlys Jarvis 
Jason Mercer 

 
 
 

January 9 
Nick Jorgensen 
Bob Summerer 
Marge Ulmer 
January 10 

Jana Spaulding 
January 11 
Wally Smith 
January 12 

Stephanie Giulio 
Augustus Hanson 

January 14 
Crew Warren 
January 15 

Jacob Malaski 
David Saulsbury 

January 16 
Matthew Bridegroom 

January 17 
Mary Daly 

Barbara Ehrlich 
January 19 
Cooper Brilz 

Haven Humble 
Steven Leitzke 

Bert Poor 
January 21 

Dan McGrane 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 22 
Jaiden Elvbakken 

Julia Hollatz 
Connor Koenig 

Audrey Mandera 
Jinx McCormack 

Jayden Nachtsheim 
Lisa Peterson 
January 23 
Tara Mercer 
January 24 

Patricia Martin 
January 28 

Johanna Allen 
Joni Veach 
Ryan Veach 
January 29 
Susan Buhr 
Lois Lebahn 
January 30 

Matthew Shields 
January 31 

Lauren Antonick 
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 Christmas cards for F.L.Y. 

Illustrations shown are for illustration 
purposes only. They are not actual 

card designs.  

   Christmas cards are available for sale in Ziegler 
Hall through December 12! You can support our youth 
at First Lutheran by purchasing holiday card packages 
for $5. Christmas cards include both secular and  
religious themes suitable for everyone! This is a new 
ongoing ministry at the church.  
   Many thanks to all who purchased cards during  
October.  
                                                — Janice Larison 

   Only Matthew 
records the holy 
family’s “flight 
into Egypt,”  
linking Advent 
with Lent and 
Christmas with 
Good Friday. In 
an article titled 

“Joy to the World/Pain in the World,” James I. Cook  
expresses gratitude that Matthew documents the slaughter 
of the innocents: “I turn to it again and again, when  
someone I know loses a loved one at the height of the 
Christmas season. It helps me — and I hope it helps them 
— to remember that theirs are not the first tears to fall on 
Christmas; to recall that there has never been a Christmas 
of pure peace and happiness; [to recognize] that ‘joy to the 
world’ has always been sung to the accompaniment of 
much ‘pain in the world.’” 
                                             —adapted from Homiletics 

Joy amid suffering 



Happenings at First Lutheran School 
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We asked the kids what they would give Mom and Dad  
for Christmas if they had $1,000,000 to spend. Here’s what they said! 

Pastor 

Rev. Larry A. Miller 

Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten 
Teacher 

Lori Radtke 

Director 

Sue Taylor 

After School Care 

Pam Worthy 

ANGELO: Mom gets a flower pot with  
flowers, because they are so beautiful. Dad gets 
a big, big monster truck. The color is going to be 
black.  

 

 

BRAYDEN: Maybe a gun, because they shoot elk and 
antelope. I am going to have a bow and arrow. It will be 
fake.  

 

CHAYSEN: A toy! A fire truck that squirts water! 

 

 

HENRY: For Dada, an electric truck. For Momma a 
sewing table, even though she already has one, because I 
love Momma! 

 

 

DECLAN: They will get more ice cream,  
because now they just have a little bit.   
It will be rainbow.  
 

 
KADEN: The Hulk (toy).  
They want a Hulk!  
I need a Hulk!  
 

NAOMI: A new kitchen! 
Our kitchen is really small. 

 

 

PARKER: A Christmas tree. My mom had 
to find the legs for our Christmas tree stand. 

 

 
WILLIAM: A computer  
because they like to do it. 
 

 

ZOEY: A new Christmas tree.  I would 
give them a pine tree. The other one is 
breaking down.  

 

 

BLAKE: A purple 
blanket and a hug!  

 

 

 
BECKETT: Giant pillows, because 
Mom and Dad just have little pillows.   



First Lutheran Church & School 
2231 Broadway 
Helena, MT  59601 
 
Phone:  (406)442-5367 
Fax:  (406)442-5285 
School Phone:  (406)442-6913 
Website:  www.firstlutheranhelena.org 
Email:  churchoffice@firstlutheranhelena.org 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH is a Congregation of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 
THE MISSION of First Lutheran Church is 
“Sharing God’s Word with Everyone, Everywhere!” 
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Tune in to “The Lutheran Hour”—Sundays at 8 a.m. on the Christian Satellite Network 91.1-FM 

or listen on “Family Talk” on Sirius XM 131 
“Woman to Woman”—Sundays at 9:30 p.m. on KMTX 105.3-FM 

firstlutheranhelena.org
mailto:churchoffice@firstlutheranhelena.org

