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Seek FIRST His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33

Special June-July Dates
First Edition Book Club………………..June 5
Home of Naida Kesner
Second Sunday after Pentecost…..…June 6
Last day of classes at FLS................June 11
Third Sunday after Pentecost……….June 13
Flag Day……………………………….June 14

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost……..June 20
Father’s Day
First Day of Summer
LWML 39th Biennial Convention..June 24-27
Lexington, KY
Presentation of Augsburg…………...June 25
Confession
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost…….….June 27
Independence Day………………….…..July 4
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Voters handle full business slate at
May 2 annual meeting
Forty-three members signed the
registration sheets at the annual voters’
meeting held on May 2.Thank you to
those who turned out
for this important
meeting.
A big thank you
goes to Bryon
Elvbakken for
preparing—and
serving— hot dogs
(graciously donated
by brother and FLCS congregational
president, Matt Elvbakken), and to
Sydney Elvbakken for serving
accompanying sides, beverages, and
monster cookies.
Thank you, also, to all those who
helped with setup or cleanup after the
meeting.
Voters approved the minutes of the
June 7, 2020, annual meeting, which
were summarized by MMC Secretary
Linda Fromm. The complete minutes had
been posted on the bulletin board in
Ziegler Hall on June 21, 2020.
Prior to presenting the proposed
spending plans for the church and school
for fiscal year 2021-2022, MMC
Treasurer Wally Smith spoke about the
$49,000 PPP (Payroll Protection Plan)
loan the church had received in early
2020. In November 2020, he received a
copy of the loan papers in the mail,
showing the loan marked PAID, and the
church was not required to pay any of
the loan money back.
The proposed spending plan for
2021-2022, as accepted by the voters,
estimates total combined income for the
church and school of $482,762, and total
combined disbursements for the church
and school of $470,805, leaving a net
estimated income of $11,957. Wally
explained that net income or loss will
depend on how well the church can fill
the school class positions, and how well

the after school care program performs.
First Lutheran School Director Sue
Taylor presented a report on the current
state of the school,
indicating that the plan
for next school year is
to have two classes
instead of one (this
year the preschool and
prekindergarten were
combined). One will be
a true
prekindergarten class for teacher Lori
Radtke, and the other a “hybrid”
preschool class (3-year-olds through 5year-olds), which will require hiring
another teacher. An after school care
program will also be offered.
Voters received reports from Tom
Smith, chairman of the Board of Trustees; Sue Taylor, School Advisory Committee; Marjorie O’Rourke, Sunday
School superintendent; Wally Smith,
Board of Finance; Susan Buhr, Board of
Fellowship; Rick Northrup, Board of
Elders; Kim Ballard, Board of
Evangelism; Sydney Elvbakken, Board
of Human Care; Ruth Stelter, Board of
Stewardship; and Abbie Elbert, Youth
Board.
A change to Article 3, Voters’
Assembly, Part A. Meeting, which
outlines the method by which annual—
and special—voters’ meetings may be
called, was approved by the voters.
Linda Fromm and Wally Smith were
elected to 2-year terms as MMC secretary
and treasurer, respectively, and Lori
Northrup, Joy Edgar, and Philip Tullis
were elected to 2-year terms as MMC
at-large members.
Elected to the Board of Elders were
Brian Buhr, Allen Keim, Rick Northrup,
Paul Taylor and Walt Wareham.
Terms of MMC officers, at-large
Members, and elders will begin on July
1, 2021, and run through June 30, 2023.

Page 2

The First Word—June 2021

Volume 22, Issue 8

Happenings at First Lutheran School

Pastor
Rev. Larry A. Miller

Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten
Teacher
Lori Radtke

Director
Sue Taylor

A PRESCHOOLER’S PERSPECTIVE
Very cute/funny preschooler perspectives on some common phrases. Enjoy!

You can lead a horse to water, but ...
... you can’t lead it to grass.
… you can’t lead it to the beach.
… only if it needs some love.

You can’t teach an old dog …
… to balance.
… to skip and trot and dance pretty.
… Just release the dog into the wild.

Don’t bite the hand that …

Two’s company, three’s …

... the horsey bit.
… has an ant on it.
… got bit by the cat.
… has the sign.

… no company.
… No three’s!

If at first you don’t succeed …
… you try again.
… don’t throw a fit.
… you don’t pay for the stuff.

No news is …

… a T.V.
… if the news is not on.

The last day of school is Friday, June 11!
We will have an end of the year program at 10 a.m., and a Field Day at 10:30 a.m.
Please join us as we celebrate our wonderful students, and enjoy a special time of fun and fellowship!
The First Word

A report from your Board of Finance

Published monthly by:
First Lutheran Church
2231 Broadway
Helena, MT 59601
(406)442-5367

April, 2021

FY 2021 Y-T-D

Income (Church & School)

$38,640.22

$378,382.87

Expense (Church & School)

30,687.98

312,609.68

$ 7,952.24

$ 65,773.19

Gain/Loss

Rev. Larry A. Miller…………….………………………Pastor
Linda Fromm………………………...……….……….....Editor
Susan Haran……..………………...Calendar/Servant Schedule
Volunteer Staff………………….…………..Printing/Collation

There will be NO JULY First Word.
Deadline for the August issue is
Wednesday, July 21. Place articles in the First
Word box in the church office or e-mail them to:
lindafromm@mac.com
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Dear Faithful Believer in Jesus Christ,
by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit,

Are YOU facing a mountain which just will not seem to get out of your
way? Have YOU met a situation which just seems to be more than you can bear?
Remember – your God moves mountains! Consider the story of Jackie and Shawn!
Jackie and Shawn met during their first year in college, and it was “love at first
sight.” But ten years after a storybook wedding with a promising
future, Shawn suddenly left his wife and three children. He decided he
would rather be on his own.
With poverty looming ahead of her, Jackie knelt to pray. “Dear
Lord,” she whispered, “You’ve moved mountains for me in the past. I
know You’ll help me now.” Nothing dramatic happened, but with only meager child
support payments and a minimum-wage salary, Jackie kept the family going.
One day as Jackie sewed an outfit for her oldest daughter, an idea came to her.
God can help me design and sell play clothes just like these, she thought. The project
took off slowly, but within a couple of years the business provided a comfortable living
for Jackie and her family. God had answered Jackie’s prayer and He had blessed her.
The Bible tells us, The mountains melt beneath Him and the valleys split
apart, like wax before the fire, like water rushing down a slope (Micah 1:4).
Are you facing a mountain that seems impossible to climb? If so, I
encourage you to follow Jackie’s good example! Take your trials and tribulations to
our Lord in prayer; do all that God will enable you to do to work toward the
solution for your situation; AND trust in HIM to help you in the very best way
possible!
God is bigger and more powerful than anything you may experience. With the
stroke of His hand, He who handled the mountains of sin, death and the devil in Jesus
Christ, can melt the problem that looms before you!

As our congregation faces the challenging and
exciting days ahead, this same message applies to us:
God moves mountains! What a privilege it is to be a part
of God’s movement in the world and lives of people! What a
sure hope we have in the knowledge that He will not let us
down! With anticipation and joy we can look forward to His
blessings and His surprises!
Rich blessings to YOU in the Name of our God –
who moves mountains!
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First Edition Book Club
members will meet for a
potluck lunch at the home
of Naida Kesner on
Saturday, June 5, and will
gather at the church at
11:15 a.m. that morning to
car pool to Naida’s home.
Members decided at the
May meeting that ladies
could choose to read The
Darwin Affair by Tim
Mason, which was originally chosen for the June meeting,
but that there would be no discussion of the book; we will
simply enjoy potluck lunch and fellowship.
Ladies are asked to be thinking about books to suggest
for next year’s reading list.
If you will be able to join us on the trip to Naida’s on
Saturday, June 5, please RSVP to Linda Fromm by
Wednesday, June 2, at 406-459-3584.
“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.”
— Antoine F. Prevost
“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the
world.”
— Unknown
“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In other
words, great dads are real marshmallows.”
— Richelle E. Goodrich

“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down
a laughing baby is to pick up a crying one.”
— Linda Poindexter
“My father didn’t do anything unusual. He only did what
dads are supposed to do—be there.”
— Max Lucado

“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.”
— Unknown

“God Restores His People” theme
continues for summer Sunday School
Date

Topic

Bible Passage

June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

The Promising Prophet - Isaiah
The Endless Exile - Israel Goes Into Exile
The Sackcloth King - Hezekiah Prays
The Restoring King - King Josiah and the Book of the Law
Independence Day - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
A Fiery Marvel - Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
The Abomination Nation - The Lord Leaves the Temple
The Rescuing Queen - God Saves His People Through Esther

Isaiah 6:52-54
2 Kings 17
2 Kings 18-19
2 Kings 22

Daniel 3
Ezekiel 8, 10-11, 36:1-15
Book of Esther

REMEMBER . . . Concordia Publishing House (CPH) is again hosting a Summer Read Program contest for
ALL ages. Register today and start reading! Log 1,000 points between June 1 and August 13 and be eligible
to win some awesome prizes! One Grand Prize winner will receive a Fire HD tablet or its equivalent. Five runners-up can
choose from a Portals of Prayer Devotional Bible, Growing in Faith Bible, or The Enduring Word Bible. Ten additional
winners can choose a one (1) year subscription to Happy Times, My Devotions, or Portals of Prayer pocket size. One winner
per household. To register, and to view suggested reading lists for early childhood, elementary, youth and adult age
groups, go to http://read.cph.org/
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May 16, 2021
Christopher Shields
Christopher will graduate from
Helena High School. He plans to
attend the University of Montana in
Missoula to study journalism.
Christopher is the son of Kelley and
Kelly Shields.

Samantha Elizabeth
Taylor
Samantha will graduate from
Temple University, Japan, in July
2021. She will be earning her
bachelor’s degree in Asian studies,
and plans to teach English in Korea
for the next two years while pursuing
her master’s degree in linguistic
anthropology.
Samantha is the daughter of Sue and
Paul Taylor.
.
GO WITH GOD,
GRADUATES, AS YOU
START A NEW CHAPTER
IN YOUR LIVES!

On Sunday, May 16, 2021, after several years of preparation and study, the
following young adult members of First Lutheran Church were confirmed by
Reverend Larry A. Miller.
Confirmation students and their parents thank our gracious God for those
who have served faithfully over the years as Confirmation teachers for these
young people: Bridget Michel, Shari Miller, Pastor Miller, and Pam Worthy,
Pre-Confirmation teacher.

Jakob Hauf Criswell
Proverbs 30:5
“Every word of God proves true; He is a shield to those
who take refuge in Him.”

Kenzie Mioh Criswell
John 15:5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”

Charles Joseph-Collishaw Olson
Psalm 23:1
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”

Matthew Connor Shields
Matthew 21:22
“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

May our gracious God go with each of you
as you go forth in your journey of faith.
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Hanging out with God on a regular basis?
I’ve always been a “daddy’s girl.”
Growing up, I usually spent Saturdays in
the garage with my dad. We’d build
something, fix a car part or get into some
trouble together.
Though Joseph wasn’t Jesus’ biological
father, he certainly served as a father figure
for God’s Son. Jesus followed in Joseph’s
footsteps as a carpenter, but we’re told little
about his childhood. When Joseph advised
Jesus to “measure twice and cut once,” did
Jesus mention he’d get it right on the first
measure? How many craftsman tips did
Jesus learn from Joseph? And did Joseph
learn a few from Jesus? Surely young Jesus
looked up to Joseph. What did wonder look

like in the eyes of the One who invented
wonder?
How am I hanging out with God on a
regular basis? Am I continuing to learn His
“trade”? Do I intentionally mimic His
words, His kindness, His ways of loving
others well?
Take a minute to ponder that. Imagine
yourself out in the garage with God (or in
the kitchen with God, or at the computer
with God). What task do you imagine doing
together? What does God say to you as you
look into His eyes?
—Janna Firestone

June/July Birthdays
June 3
Pam Dye
June 4
Kelli Maxwell
June 5
Thomas Basinger
Nancy Westerbuhr
June 7
Camille Botteron
June 8
Seth Brott
Claire Longsworth
Randy Middlebrook
Elly Schmeltzer
Cliff Ulmer
June 11
Abbey Barnhart
Tammy Little Hicks
Nathan Nachtsheim
Randy Williams
June 13
Jayce (Gozelanski) Volpe
June 14
Shirley Clearman
Skip Nicholls
June 16
Alice Anderson
June 17
Wanda Person
Daniel Warsinski
June 20
Michael Bridegroom
June 21
Mark Bartels
Rick Northrup

June 22
Ava Ellwein
Jessie Pate
Dale Wagner
June 23
Jenna Blair
June 24
Jim Talley
June 25
Louisa LaForge
June 27
Pat Hartman
June 28
Herb Bauer
Barbara McNeil
June 29
Mary Liable
Vickie Stefanik

Happy June
Birthday! Birth
July 1
Duane Westerbuhr
July 4
Nancy Jenkins

July 5
Mary Casey
Crystal Nachtsheim
Kelley Shields
Sue Taylor
July 6
Sam Schmeltzer
July 7
Helen Bjerke
CoraLee Kuehne
July 8
Robert Johnson
July 9
Garett Bacon
Spirit (Warsinski) Hartford
July 10
Joleigh Mandera
July 11
Marge Bouldin
July 12
LeAnn Ferron
July 13
Lorrie Bridegroom
Ryan Clinch
James Hicks
July 14
Dorothy Goodson
July 15
Dean Belcourt
Traeton Duty
July 16
Betty Brewer
Elainah Veach
Emma Veach

July 18
Bryon Elvbakken
Laurie Hanson
July 19
Samantha Taylor
July 21
Lowell Bartels
Dennis Giulio
Cheryl Summerer
July 22
Tiffani Eccleston
July 23
Jerry Michel
Emma Taylor
July 24
Bruce Nachtsheim
July 26
Laurie Stelter
July 27
Nancy Kraft
Pam Worthy
July 28
Thomas Leitzke
July 31
Gretta O’Rourke
Joseph Warsinski

Happy July
Birthday!
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God’s gift of the Holy Spirit

— from your Board of Stewardship

“You know that when you were
pagans you were led astray to
mute idols, however you were led.
Therefore I want you to understand
that no one speaking in the Spirit of
God ever says ‘Jesus is accursed!’
and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’
except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor.
12:2-3).

life and will provide for us. So, in the
area of stewardship, we are very often
very Corinthian. We are led astray by
worthless idols.
But it is the Holy Spirit that leads us

the way.
Today, as you prayerfully consider
your stewardship of the Lord’s simple
gifts, pray that the Holy Spirit will lead
you away from worthless idols and by
His power confess with your life, your
lips and your gifts that Jesus is Lord.
Let Him speak through you today!

When something takes our heart
away from the Lord, it is an idol.
Every sin is a matter of idolatry. We
are led astray from fearing, loving and
trusting in God above all things. As
we trust in wealth, or effort, or pride,
or greed, or lust, or sloth, we are really
doing nothing other than allowing
ourselves to be held captive to
worthless idols.
In the same way, unfaithful
stewardship is a matter of idolatry.
When we hoard our resources for fear
that we might be left with nothing, we
fail to confess that Jesus is Lord of our

Prayer
Spirit of God, You have carried the
Word of God and spread it across
the generations and globe. We
can’t confess Jesus with our lips,
lives or stewardship without You in
to forsake these idols and embrace the our lives. Work in and through us
wonderful, liberating truth that Jesus is that this precious gift would be
shared simply and freely through
Lord! This means it is not our
decision in matters of stewardship. It us. Amen.
is really the Holy Spirit that is leading.
— This article is taken from Simple Gifts,
What you make as a commitment to
a series of LCMS Stewardship Ministry
the Lord’s work is not your decision.
devotions. Used by permission.
It is guided by the Holy Spirit. The
only thing we can really do is get in

